Holy Hallucinations
This video is a reponse to: /watch?v=SraOXxQKxQY  by YouTube user XxXxhussamxXxX. In this video, 'Hussam' claims to reveal three of many scientific truths contained with his holy book, the Qur'an.
In fairness, I have also heard Christians make similar claims on behalf of their Bible. So this response is equally addressed to anyone of any creed who has made, or intends to make, similar claims.
I could spend a lot of time dispelling these spurious flights of fancy in detail. But I think it will be simpler to use a broader brush.
Hussam quotes three passages, each claiming to describe a different cosmological phenomenon: 'Do not the Unbelievers see that the heavens and earth were joined together (as one unit of Creation), before We clove them asunder?'
'Moreover, he Comprehended in his design the sky, and it had been (as) smoke: He said to it and to the earth "Come ye together, willingly or unwillingly." They said: "We do come (together) in willing obedience."' [Al-Qur'an 41:11]
And the heaven we created with might, and indeed We are (its) expander. [Al-Qur'an 51:47]
How, Hussam asks, could illiterate goat-herders have known this 1400 years ago? His conclusion? They MUST have been divinely inspired!
The possibility that they could not have known, and that he is wishfully misinterpreting their primitive ramblings, doesn't seem to have occurred to him. And neither has the fact that while rationalists have been doing this (pause) the science he claims to be in his book has led to stagnation.
But with that aside, here's the problem. Firstly, each passage is written ambiguously. Without a context they could be interpreted in an almost infinite number of ways. Secondly, isn't it strange that these 'predictions' are revealed only after the scientific discovery has been made? So much for prediction.
More like biased  interpretation based on pre-imposed context? Here are some other examples.
The Norsemen believed the world was made from the body of a dead giant. Much like science has shown that it was made from the remnants of a dead (giant) star. They must have been inspired by their gods!
The Greeks thought that the Universe began as an egg that hatched to release Eros, who then made the Earth and sky. Sound familiar? How did the Greeks know about the Big Bang?
In Hindu mythology, Brahma splits a lotus flower in three and uses two pieces to make the Earth and sky and 'stretches' the third to make the heavens. So the Hindus knew aboutbthe Big Bang and expansion too?
Are you getting the point?
If you want to convince anyone you're going to have to do better than that. For example:
Find me a passage that describes a new fundamental particle, and enough information to allow physicists to observe it. If it can be observed experimentally, you will have made your point.
Or find me a passage that explains clearly how gravity is related to the strong, weak and electromagnetic forces. If this results in the unification of physics, then you will have made your point.
Or find me a passage that describes a novel signal transduction pathway. If it can be identified, then you will have made your point.
See the difference? Show us this kind of evidence, or just… STFU.
Because what you are essentially doing is belittling the one thing that distinguishes humanity from the rest of the animal kingdom - the beauty of our thoughts. And also minimizing the achievements of giants whose boots you are unfit to lick.
And that really, really pisses me off.


